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[ONE SHILLING 

EDITORIAL 

Although there are certain difficulties at the 
present time in preserving the continuity of the 
Gazette, many of us think it is precisely at such a 
time as this that the Gazette can be of greatest 
value, serving as a link of communicatior. and 
a bond of union amongst London Hospital men, 
scattered as they are over the four quarters of the 
globe, many of them in imminent peril of their 
lives. 

We fear we cannot promise that the Gazette will 
appear with the same frequency and regularity as 
it has done in the past, but we shall spare no effort 
to make it worthy of its reputation in other 
respects. We propose to include in each number 
as full an accouut as we can obtain of all our men 
serving afloat or abroad, where they are and how 
th ey are engaged. We further intend posting 
copies of the Gazette to all those whose addresses 
can be obtained, in the hope that a correspondence 
will ensue, which will not only permit us to com-
plete our record of their doings, but incidentally 
supply copy for our other ~olumns. Furth~r, 
unless we are mistaken, we thmk that even amid 
the excursions and alarums of camp life, the 
thoughts of many must frequently travel back to 
the familiar scenes of yesterday, and many must 
wonder how we are adapting ourselves to the 
present strange and new conditions. We hope in 
our College and Hospital Notes to keep everyone 
well informed of the various changes which from 
time to time occur. 

Lastly, we hope to be able to publish a:ticles 
dealing with the armies, peoples and countne~ of 
th e various nations now at war. The cosmopoh~an 
character of our School encourages us t? thmk 
that there are many amongst us who, r'. th~y 
would, might easily help us to follow more mtelh-
gently and appreciate ~ore accurately the various 
phaaes of this world-wide war:-

...Much have we seen and known; cities of men 
\ nd ma nners, climates, councils, governments." 

will be gathered from the Hospital and 
C "' "

1 
" Notes we are carrying on as best we can, c. • I . 
1 the whole satisfactorily. t is true our 

... ,~! are reduced, but several thir? a?d fou.rth 
:t1dents have recently returned nch rn foreign ye~ 

l c 

ar 
n 

experiences, but now determinerl to prepare them-
selves as expeditiously as possible for those various 
posts at home and abroad which only qualified men can fill. 

Passage through the " House" is preternaturally 
rapid, but still, so far all appointments, with one 
or two exceptions, have been filled as they became 
vacant. The work of the Hospital from the 
Houseman's point of view has, we believe, 
diminished, through the admission of so many 
wounded soldiers, while separation allowances and 
the absence of unemployment have had their 
effect in reducing the number of out-patients. 

Reference will be found in another column to 
the resignation, after thirty years' service, of our 
Senior Surgeon, Sir Frederic Eve, and to his 
appointment as Consulting Surgeon. The College 
and Hospital lose in him a man of outstanding 
ability and of wide reputation, whose place it will 
be difficult to fill ; we part from him with the 
deepest regret. 

Although it is true that Professor Hill and Dr. 
Flack have resigned their appointments in the 
College to take up important duties under the 
Medical Research Committee in connection with 
National Health Insurance, it will be some little 
time yet before their successors are appointed, and 
meanwhile another generation of students has the 
advantage of coming unde.r their benign and 
inspirino- influence. There rs also, we are given 
to unde;stand, more than a probability that even 
after they have relinquished their duti~s .in the 
College they will continue to work wrthm our 
walls an arrangement which, from every point of 
view,' is devoutly to be wished. What t~e London 
Hospital would be wi~h9ut. Professor Hill and Dr. 
Flack it is difficult to imagme and not pleasant to 
contemplate. 

Naturally the War is the ~ain t~pic of conver-
sation and discussion, and its vanous stages a~e 
followed with the keenest and most sympathetic 
interest. On another page will be found as full a 
list as we have been able to compile of those of 
our men who are at the present mo~ent, or wh.o 
recently have been, in the dire~t service. of their 
country, and none of us, we thmk, can rew such 
a list unmoved. 

With it, unfortunately, Death has been al:eady 
busy, but while we mourn the loss of old fnends Tenure 0 .r appointment: three mont s .. Rape 

'.I FROM I0 H H ORNER, fi, r 

•rr S. Batchelor ......... Sept.25t~1914 .. Dec. 24t~191~-~~P~ri~n~te~d~fu:r ~L:b~e:P:r:o:pn:· e:w~r:~~M:~:~:l~::e·x~T~u~es-da~y-, _O_cw_b_e~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ " h London, E., in t·be County o 1 ' Mr: J. B. Thackeray ... .. .Sepl.25th, 1914 .. Dec. 24t , 1914. 
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but feel that the blow 

and comrades, we cannot ft ed by the manner 
has been to some exte~t s~ ~f the paths leading 
of their death, fo'. sure y o a is more honourable 
to the Land of Silence none than that which 
or graced with noblerL~~~~a~fth these in equal 
they have traversed. I ·11 "th us are the 
honour though fortunately . stI w1 d Lieutenant 

' C · G R Pamton an wound ed, aptam · · · dful of the Mis-W I N are we unmlll :e:· Jg. mayneyr.of w~~m are already reported prisoners 
sm , . f · d we can per-of war, and whose <l:nxiety o m111 
haps only faintly realise. 

If our casualti~s. ha~e been n~meroub.s~u~i~~ 
have been our d1stmct10ns. MaJ?r S.V D lb 

· d h D s O and Captam R. · 0 ey, has receive t e · · " E J W •ler with Lieutenants R. A. Preston and . . ) ' 
have been mentioned in Dispatche~. Were '~e 
less punctilious we might als.o. lay claim t~ s;apta~n 
H. S. Ranken, who, in addit10n to receivi~g t e 
V.C., was made a Chevalier of the Legwn of 
Honour. Rankin was a few years ago, a Voluntary 
Assistant in the Pathological Institute .of th~ Hos-
pital and was for a time in charge of it dunng the 
abse~ce of Dr. Turnbull. It was from the London 
Hospital that he entered the R.A.M.C. 

Then again there is the characteristic exploit of 
Lieutenant George Chapman, whic~ is graphically 
described on another page and which stands out 
like an Homeric idyll against the dark background 
of the war. 

Probably for years past, the Editors of the Lond?n 
Hospital Gazette must have taken the o~po.rtumty 
provided by the December number of wishmg all 
their readers "A Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year." Although at such a time as this such 
a wish would appear almost a mockery, the present 
Editors feel they cannot allow the occasion to pass 
without expressing to all "London" men past and 
present, their warmest and sincerest good wishes. 

••• 
THE BRITISH LEGION AND 

HOME DEFENCE 

More than we realise we owe a great debt to 
Germany. She set out to destroy us, but her efforts 
have compelled us to effect our own salvation. 
We were fast undoing ourselves; she has made us 
pull together, and by forcing us to face the eternal 
verities has once more brought forth that virile 
spirit of our race, which knowing the manner of 
conquering will rather perish than bear the yoke of 
an alien rul!'.!r. 

Thus, ~t .last, we have stripped from the eyes, 
both of timid demagogues within the nation and 
of virile Teutonic warriors without, the mask of 
delusion, which in opposite ways had deceived 
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both. The attempt . of civilian Enl?lishmen to 
ascertain what our ultimate resources m men a 
and to consider to what extent we are able to fore, 

r . . h h rm a last line of de1ence, is a s1~n t. at t. e old martial 
spirit which made an Empire is still part of an 
heritage not wh?

1
lly lost .. W~, cann?t, ho~vever, rest 

with "attempts ~10r with considerations," but 
only with accomplished deeds and results. 

Let us then look to the possibilities which the 
aggregat~ o~ English manhood presents to the 
military mqmrer. The:e are pro~ably something 
like 8,ooo,ooo men m these . islands between 
twenty and fifty years of age, or if we narrow the 
limit of our choice to between the ages of twenty 
and forty years, there are 5,600,000 men available. 
If these men were Vz"r as well as H omo, and were 
trained to shoot straight and obey orders, and 
were acquainted with the special and pecu-
lia r tactics of defensive forces operating in an 
enclosed country, ric~ in copses, woods, spinneys, 
hedges, banks and ditche~, probably no German 
force that landed in these islands would ever return 
to recount its adventures, except by the grace of 
its victors. 

But there is that eternal and ubiquitous "If"­
the unfailing symbol of men who hesitate to act 
and whose tongue is mightier than their deeds. 
The nation is entitled to ask the question: What 
are these 8 ooo ooo men doing ? Their fore-
fathers won' an' Empire. Are they saving an 
Empire ? Or are they still putting on their .slippe~s 
and passing their .evenings c;i.nd Sundays m their 
easy chairs, readmg unreliable, me~e money-
making newspapers and melod.ramatlc n.ovels? 
Are they still pouring into the Music Halls, Cmema· 
tograph Shows, Theatres and other pla~es of 
amusement, watching an endless process10~ ?f 
unrealities while in France a loyal and patnotic 
few are fa~e to face with the sternest reali ties of 
life? Or are they at Football, or even wors~, 
watching school-girls play at Hockey? This 
much is certain they are not at the Front where a 
man's part can be played, nor are they at home 
preparing to defend their country in the ev~nt of 
a grave emergency, as the elder men and ch.ildr~n 
of Venice once did, and therebr saved their city 
from destruction at the hands of the Genoese fleet. 

There is no palliation for these 8,ooo,.000 
v:- 1 N obhga· Homo whose warrior-fellows are yzr · 0 

tion, irrespective of future contingencies--;-d0~~:; 
tic or business-is imposed upon them· dest 
are merely expected to do the least and I?rou an. 
duty that can fall to the lot .of .an ~n.ghsh~xer~ 
they are asked to drill and tram m miht.ary confi· 
cises, to learn to shoot straight, to acqmre ·nted 
dence in the use of a rifle, to become acquai hoW 
with the art of field manceuvres, and to knowother 
to pass from one part of the country to ~net the 
without losing themselves; to learn to dee has 
presence of the enemy before the enemy 
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detect.ed them; to learn to flash messages through 
the mght .and to transmit them in the day; to 
learn the nght method of patrolling woods roads 
defi les, mountains and rivers; to learn to ~ap out 
a country, that they may know better than the 
enemy how to dispose their forces; and last, but 
not least, t? le~rn those habits of discipline and 
comradeship w~thout which an army becomes a 
mob, a!ld. a nat10~ becomes a disorganised rabble 
of egoistic and divergent units. That is all ! 

Is ~t f~om this that 8,000,000 Englishmen shrink? 
Or i~ it, that a long period of peace has caused 
E.ngh~hmen to forget the great biological and 
h1stoncal truth, that the destiny of the race is 
paramount under all circumstances to the ease and 
safety of the indivi"dual. Our forefathers, reared in 
war, knew and appreciated this truth. It was 
embellished on their standards in the phrase: 
" For God, and King, and Country I " They 
may not have used biological language, but they 
none the less, expressed immutable biological 
truths. Men's knowledge may have been defect-
ive, but their instincts were sound and infallible. 
We must go back again to nobler and more virile 
if sterner, days! It is the only way by which w~ 
can go forward. "Over all is the Race." 
That is the rallying cry of our great foe! It is the 
march song of her soldiers : " Deutschland 
Ueber Alles." It is the unchangeable Truth and 
the one inviolable Necessity of Life. Men do not 
realise it in that language. But towards its real-
isation all their religions, customs and social con-
ventions have been framed. Once more we must 
raise the standard they understand, "For God, 
and King, and Country." These are the symbols 
of our national existence; they are the symbols of 
the culture which Englishmen can understand and 
reverenre. The ignominy of the last twenty years 
we must blot from our sight as, by the adoption of 
a sterner national life, we erase it from the pages of 
contemporary history. It is not desirable to con-
tinue any longer that permc10us trend of 
modern political life by which men are being 
taught in increasing emphasis that their country 
owes them a duty, instead of teaching them that 
they owe a duty to their country. We cannot 
preach to men the doctrine of "hen-roosts" and 
of inflated fourpences without sapping that higher 
conception of duty to one's country upon which 
national existence is dependent, and by the proper 
acceptance of which national subjugation is 
averted. We must cease to tolerate all seditious 
and treasonable calls to cupidity, to personal 
avarice, and the promotion of petty vanities. The 
People must be taught a higher gospel, for only 
so can England save herself, from foes within as 
well as from foes without. The canker of egoism 
and of plutocratic arrogance must die, for their 
presence is inconsistent with that higher spirit 
of chivalry which inculcates ·Service for one's 

H 

count~y .. For twenty years or more we have been 
wor.s~1ppmg false idols and doing obeisance to 
seditious symbols. And very nearly we have paid 
~e full ~enalty for our blindness and stupidity 

? En~hshJ?an can think of Belgium without 
mmglect feelmgs of admiration and h ·1· · f d · · um1 1at10n : o a m~rat1on for a brav~ little nation who braved 
al~ for liberty and the plighted faith, and of humili-
at10n fo~ our o~n. country whose plighted faith 
left Belgium a victim to the anger of the Huns. 
Had we thro~n 4,0?0,000 men into Belgium, as 
we cou~d qmte easily have done if we of this 
generat1~n had been more virile, the history of 
th~ openmg phases of this War would have been 
wntt~n diff~rently, if indeed there had been a War 
to wnte a history about ! 

England's veteran soldier appealed, appealed 
and ~ppealed, but our people, sunk in the lethargy 
that 1s born of commerce as an idol, of amuse-
men.t as an end, and of a sensational item-mongering 
sect1~n o~ the P.ress, used as an organ by which 
veracity is sacnficed and unpleasant truths dis-
car~ed, wer.e ~eaf and indifferent. Fortunate for 
us md~ed it is that we have escaped so far the 
necessity to paraphrase the cry of agony and 
~espair of a Cardinal Wolsey: ''Had we but 
listened to our great Warrior, as we have listened 
to our notorious buffoons, we should not in the 
hour of our necessity, have been deserted by the 
rewards that would have been born of nobler and 
more virile efforts." Had England maintained 
the military traditions of her race and made her-
self invincible, her sword to-day would have 
remained in the scabbard. All the agony, silently 
and nobly endured, that has cast a lasting shadow 
on almost every home throughout the land, would 
have been averted. We have put off paying our 
bills of duty, but to-day we must pay them and 
with added interest. The experience of our 
country to-day is but that of every nation that has 
been great and passed away. The history of every 
nation that has reached renown is written in two 
words-Effic~ency and Discipline. The history 
of every nat10n that has fallen from renown is 
written in three words-Decline of Efficiency 
and Discipline. And when one speaks of 
efficiency, one means the efficiency of martial 
instruments and agents. Do not let us place 
undue stress upon our wealth. It has been useful, 
and could have been more useful had it been 
earlier utilised in times of peace for legitimate 
ends. But without the men supplied by our Allies, 
our wealth would not have availed to save us. It 
would only have been the greater inducement to a 
foe, who has never committed the folly of mistaking 
the nature of War, to vanquish us. That is a 
truth which English citizens, but not English 
soldiers, must remember to their humiliation. In 
the last resort it is not money but men that 
count the most. 
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B •t• h ·Legion and other In that belief the ri 16 r ed Like the 
. f s have been iorm . . similar orgamsa ion . that men up to sixty 

Spartans of old we beh~v; will fight, if given the 
years of age canBfi&"~t ,ha Legion has two close lJ'.-
chance. The nt is · d consoh-b" F "rst . To oro-amse an 
related 0 jeCtS. i d: b t quite serious efforts 
date t he many s~asmo /~heu population which have 
of scattered sections 0 . . . . d e prepared 
recognised thei r respo~s1b1ht~es a~ ea~rolling and 
to do their duty to then coun ry y 
training men over the milita1y age. 

The British Legion was fo unded in Augu~t, soo~ 
after the outbreak of War, und er the auspices o 
the late Earl of Clarendon, the Earl of Malresd 
bur , the Earl of Lin dsay, Lord Byron, .or 
S ), ·11 Lord T enterden, Lord Stafford , Ma1or-
G~~~:a1' Sir Alfred Turner, Major Percy MRcMaf ond 
Prof Sir Wm. M. Ramsay and Mr. o w an 
H .t M p T he last fi ve gentlemen are members un' . . L . h ow of the General Counci l. T he egi? n as n 
I o ooo incorporated men in some thirty separate 
organisations, affiliated to it .. It is ~he p~rpose .of 
the Legion to render such service as 1t can m advis-
ing the promoters of these separate corps as to the 
best manner of proceeding , as to ~ha~ sort of 
arms are necessary, what 'is the authontat1ve form 
of drill, what are the conditions to be fulfilled m 
erecting rifle-ranges, what. are .the standards of 
efficiency to be aimed at m dn ll, ~us~etry .a~d 
field work. T his branch of the L egion s activity 
involves a great deal of work that shows no 
immediate superstructure as a reward. But we 
know that throughout the countrr there are 1 ?·~oo 
Englishmen with whom we are m touch, dnllmg 
and learning in an elementar>: way the art. of 
musketry, and laying the foui;i~ation~ o~ ai;i efficient 
soldiery. They are acqumng disc1plme, and 
learning that all valuable lesson which a democracy 
never properly acquires, the habit of obedience to 
the demands that are made on behalf of naHonal 
welfare and securz"ty. Men are beginning to learn 
that we owe obedience not to other men, but 
to the institutions they repres-ent . All this is to 
t he good. It means an increased chance of 
success in repellin g invasion, and it means a new 
and nobler spirit in national life when the War is 
over. The reports that come in to us fro m our 
affiliated bodies, though occasionally disappointing, 
since they tend to show that those to whom so 
much has been given by their country are apt to 
be the last to respond to their country's call, a re, 
on the whole, encouraging, and are indicative of 
the splendid spirit of our people. There are men 
wh o are willing to voluntarz"(y serve their country, 
to sacrifice their personal leisure ahd comfort, t o 
stand in the trench es if the occasion demands, 
and to submit themselves to the iron discipline 
which the effort requires. They are g iving up 
almost their whole spare time to drill and 

Copyright Barts Health NHS Trust 

musket;y ; they incur cons ide rable expense ; their 
family sees little of them, fo.r th e~ leave early in 
th e morning to attend to their busm.ess, and their 
evenings, until a late hou:, they ~1ve to military 
exercises. Such a sple1'.d.1d devotion to a cause 
deserves all the 1 eco.g rnt1on th~t the authorities 
can give it. Such vol untary bodies are serving a 
purpose that may exte nd beyond the War, for not 
only may they be di rectly us~ful . in. case of an 
·nvasion but th ey a lso are destmea, if le ft alone 
~nd all~wed to develo p on_ ~ ines that appeal to 
them to renew a nobler spmt and a more virile 

·tone in English li fe and thought when the War is 
over. If t hey accompli shed only this latter part of 
their great pu rpose, t hey would have. fully j usti.fi~d 
their existence. The rene wal of this more vmJe 
tone is one of the g reat needs of modern E ngland 
with her overshadowin g and. so~l:destroying l~dus­
trialism. and the loss of mdivid ual s~lf-tehance 
that is the outcome of the aggregation of the 
population in g reat cities. . L et us hop~ th~t this 
aspect of the question w.111 be borne ~n mmd by 
the authorities. We req mre. for th~ ~atlonal good, 
a more martial a nd more reliant. s~mt an:ong our 

. people. There are signs t~at it is commg ; the 
spirit manifested by the a ffih~ted mem bers of t~e 
British Legion and those of its own London units 
is clear evidence of a ch.ange of <;>utlook, and of 
an awakened conscience m the nat10n. St~tesm.en 
will be careful not to kill but to fos~e.r this .reiu-
venescence of an older and more vmle nat~o.nal 
life. N either will they let m en of the p~htical 
taint , who are mere self-seekers, do anythmg .to 
destroy or to endanger the revival of the hardier 
instincts of our Anglo-Saxon race .. T~e voluntary 
bodies of men who are now m amfestmg a keen 
interest in military duties, whose members are to 
be seen in the trains and unexpected places :ead-
ing the Infantry Trai"ning M anual of 19 I 4, will ~e 
not only spoiled . but discouraged and repelledh. Y 

' · · f the mac m-the presen ce in th e ir orgamsat10n o . 
at ing and intriguing politician. Englishme!l ar~ 
tired of political shibboleths ; they . recog~s\he 
last that it is deeds not words which ma e t 

. I . essary to sta e greatness of a nation. t is nee b 
these facts, that by being forewarn~d we mar e~ 
forearmed . The bane of. ~i;igland i~ recen\t~med 
has been thi s type of pohti~ian . I t is to .b\ir! to 
that we shall not by our supmeness permit d 

. . ' f d · 1 of a nobler co tl spoil a spl endid, i tar y, reviva urable and 
of conduct based upon more hono . the 

' h ' h have m higher aspirations than those w ic f her 
last decade guided England to the vergeh 0 . ht 

. 1 d for t e ng own,. undomg . I ventur~ to ~ ea of the men 
guidance of these patriotic. bodies, and le ea acity, 
whose one aim is to serve m any humb h " h they 
an d at their own cost, the country ~o . w i~cestors 
belong, and the Empire which t en a e now 
raised by deeds that they themselves ar 
desirous to emulate. 
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pretty clear that if these voluntary bodies are 
allowed full opportunities of growth, in due course 
they will reach the goal of highest duty, and will 
themselves in sist upon the institution of universal 
military service throughout the E mpire. F or as 
they g row and their members gain a clearer insight 
into military affairs, and as th ev become conver-
sant with the deeper signi fican ce· of military duties, 
they will gradually recognise th e enorm ous res-
ponsibilities ah E mpire bears, and the m ::ignitude of 
the task befo re it in ful fi ll ing them. 

Now we may say a word as to the second object 
of the B ri tish Legion. It is to raise a Division of 
men in London and its suburbs who are over the 
military age, or fo r other good and sufficient 
reasons are unable to enl ist in the Regular Army. 
'Fhis D ivision is being raised for the purpose of 
home defence in case of invasion. We ask for no 
financial assistance of any sort . from Governm ent. 
Every member will provide his own rifle, ammu-
nition, uniform , accoutrements, and pay a sub-
scription towards the cost of Headquarters and 
the erection of rifl e ranges. T here are no salat ied 
appointm ents. ·We believe, on the basis of bio-
logical truisms, that the citizens who have been 
th e most successfu l in life, will als-6 in war a11 d in 
war-like states, be on the whole the best soldiers. 
H ence we do not se'ek: to recruit our members 
from sources which would necessarily involve an 
appeal to the State for financial · subsidies. We 
have see n too much of late of the inability of 
State subventions to produce men where .there are 
no men . So far as a solClier can equip his person, 
our men will therefore provide for themselves 
under quali fi ed guidance. 

There was mu ch necessary spade wor~, that had· 
to be done without any immediate visible result 
commensurate with the effort. · But the 1 , su~er­
struc.ture is now beginning to stand upon its 
founclations . There is something to be shown , 
and when men see they understand, and when 
they understand they fall in. The response from 
di e London Hospital has been splendid. Our 
surgeons and physicians have formed the nucleus 
of an University Company,. and men from other 
Hospitals and Medical Colleges are already joining 
us. 
· At first we drilled in a basement room at H ead-

quarters, i 8, Bedfo rd Square, W.C., but very soon 
tha:t got too small, both for our numbers and our 
evolutions. So we had to look round fur a larger 
hall and eventually, as the result of the efforts of 
a- . fe~ of our members, and throagh the kindness 
of Captain Wil son, of the Rangers, we were 
fortunate in getting the use of the Rangers' large 
drill hall 'in Chenies Street, j ust off Tottenham 
Court Road, where we drill on Mondays, Wed nes-
days and Fridays, from .?, p.m . ,to 9.30 p.m . .. We 
a re indebted to Mr. Traylen-one of our first 

D 

year students, and a member of the Officers' T rain-
ing Corps of New Bedford Grammar School, and 
to Mr. Thorp, a past Captain in the old Volunteer 
~orce, fo r most loyal and generous services in drill-
mg. us from the beginning of our work in October. 
Quite recently, Captain Cleminson, of the Reo-uJar 
Forces, has joined us and is raising a 2nd 0 Bat-
talion. He too has very kindly taken our men in 
hand and is rapidly getting the new recruits into 
smar;t for~. Mr. Thorp, in addition, is drilling-
the nucleus of the 1st and 2nd Companies of the 
South-Western Division at a local drill hall at 
Wimbledon. 

We are no w hoping to start a North - Western~ 
a North-Eastern, and a South-Eastern Division, as 
soon as we can fi nd men of influence in these 
districts round London who would be willing to 
organise the local units . 

. We have two rifle ranges at Epsom for the use 
of our members. One is for miniature rifle practice, 
with a range of one hundred yards. If we require 
it, we can by means of a movable fire-platform 
in c:rea~~ the range to two hundred yards. This 
ri fle range we are erecting ourselves on ground 
kindly len t to us by Mr. Barrack, of Epsom. The 
other range is for service rifles with service ammu-
nition. Here we can fire at a range of 200 yards. 
I t is probably one of the safest ritte ranges in the 
Kingdom, and is established on the floo r of a deep. 
chalk-pit. We are indebted to the Epsom Rifle 
Club and to the courtesy of the Brigade l\.I1jor of 
the Pubiic Schools and University Corps, r 2th 
F usiliers, stationed at Epsom, for the use of this 
range on Sundays. 

Needless to say we have lost no time in making-
use of it. There is plenty of desire to do some 
shooting. There is, indeed, some danger that the 
eagerness may be too impetuou~, and the more 
mani fest part of soldiery may preclude m~1:Y of 
our members from seeing that several additi?~al 
qualifications beside excellent musketry are reqmsite 
to make a good soldier, and e~peci.ally a leader of 
soldiers. The belief that soldiery 1s a matter .on~y 
of musketry and drill is doubtless an outlo.ok mci-
dental and inevitable to a layman's conception of a 
soldier and of War and in time, no doubt, a truer 
perspective will be 'obtained. It ~s quite !rue ~hat 
it is not possible to have an efficiei:t s.oldier with-
out good drill and musketry, but it ~s also true 
that if a man is a Eisley shot and is s~art c:t 
drill evolutions, and is nothing. more, neither is 
he a reliable nor finished soldier. It ~us~ not 
be forgotten that what is known as "supenonty of 
fire," and which, in the long ru!l, plays a most 
important pa rt in determining the lSsue of a battfe, 
is not solely a matter of straight ~hootin.g. But 
I cannot now more fully deal with 1t, for it would 
involve writing several chapters of a text-book on 
Tactics. 
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36 . s where men need 
. War is a game of sdur~r~sen' acuteness of vision 

. kness of ec1s10 ' t resource, qmc f d. ction eye fo r coun ry, 
and hearing, sense Q ire d d'escribe its salient 
and the abilit)'. to g!asp a~ . tances the possess-
features, ca~ac1ty to J~dge is cunning, intuition, 
ion of patience, en uran~e, love of adventure. 
contempt of danger, an e born in us all, but 
These qualities, doubtles~. ~r wn and city d wellers. 
they get frightfully ~us~ m do developed as a col-
They cannot be t~ame d a~ole in the drill hall or 
lective and co-ordinate w 
at th.e rifle range. h t be 1 1 where t a can 

T here is one p ace on y Men must learn to 
achieved: the open ~~r~~a· down dale by night as 
traverse country up I t b ble to find their way 
well as day. T hey mus e a · b differ-
across a tract of country ~nd b~~kh~g~~h ~~e same 
ent route in darkness or m sun ig d' h . r to 
ease and certainty that they can fin .t e1r wa~ 
their billiard room, or they are n?t rehabJe s~~ie~~~ 
Ni ht attacks sound very glorious an s r ~ 
f~r~ard things to the self complacent type of m~nd, 
which believes that b is morning newspaper is .a 
very Fount of Olympus. But any person ~ho is 
fortunate enough to ever try the g~m~ for himself, 
will find that most unexpected i~c1dents ~ccur, 
and that the quali ties which I have JUSt ment10.ned 
are very useful possessions indeed. In a . mght 
attack soldiers may lose themselves, a?-d m the 
morning either be found on the .wrong side of. th~ 
enemv or out of sight and heanng of both fnen_ 
and fo~. It is then that an eye for c?untry, a 
sense of direction, a dose of mother-wit , .and a 
touch of intuition, will help men to avoid the 
enemy and regain the ranks. A man ~ho has 
repeatedly mapped a count~y by trave~se lu~es, or 
has tramped a country with some mtention . of 
measuring it in one way or another, or of reachmg 
a definite objective, or of circumventing. some 
other man, instinctively developes a new habit , and 
will unconsciously, under special circumstances, 
record· in memory his general trend in direction 
a nd the approximate number of his pacings. 
Such a man will fi nd his way back to his company 
or his trench with the least possible delay, while 
the merely good shot will walk into the enemy's 
camp, and his,services be lost to his side. War is 
full of such incidents and of many others, which 
the newspapers never obtain , and the man in town 
never dreams of. Or, to take another case com-
mon enough in war, where good shooting and drill 
manreuvres by themselves will not avail to save men 
from danger or disaster. A small body of soldiers 
set out on patrol or advanced guard duty, or a 
line of skirmishers are sent out in _the opening 
phases of an in fantry attack. · Over the country 
there suddenly descends a whit e mist obscuring all 
landmarks. Men who know what they are doing 
can turn an obstacle such as this into an advantage . 
Men who have no knowledge of country will not 
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only lose an advantage , but the1!1selves as w I! I 
And it is not p~e~s~nt .to be lo~t w1:h an implac:bl~ 
enemy in the v1cm1ty m one direction, and a st 
hearted, unfri endly populace in another! ~~~ 
these and muc.h grifeater rehasons, which the experi~ 
ence of generations o war as p roved of fundamental 
importance, eve ry body of men trained for milita 
purposes, should ?ecome proficient in knowled~~ 
of country and m the manner of dealino- with 
coun~ry. This is partic~larly true of ~uch a 
specif:1,l sort of country as our o ':"n. It is all ver 
convincing, no doubt, for mere Journalists in chea~ 
newsRapers to t~lk glibly t o cred~l~us E nglish 
readers of English sharpshooters lmmg E nglish 
h edgerows. If the sharpshooters are nothing 
more t han good shots, the hedgerows will prove 
not obstacles to an enemy, but a source of danger 
to the men who line them. Hedgerows, ditches 
copses, forests, spinneys, gates, fen ces, and so on: 
are douotless an advantage to a defensive force, 
but only whe n men also know the dangers and 
weak nesses incidental to such struc tures, and they 
have acquired a sense o f security in dealing with 
them. It would be folly to put sharpshooters 
straight from town q.long a · h edge and think that 
without previous training in " country" they would 
thereby b ecome expert soldiers. In less than an 
hour they would either be running into an ambush, 
o,r the enemy would be pouring in on to their rear 
from behind other hedges, or enfilading t hem with 
a disastrous fire ! Tfie manner of dealing with 
country cannot be postponed until war before it is 
learnt except at great sacrifice of life, and 
probably at the cost of victory. In peace it can 
be learned with a cost involving little more than 
the sacrifice of enervating comfort, and the gain 
of inestimable health and the good temper that 
come of it. 

A nd probably alone of 
1 

!i~l such c~vilian-military­
voluntary bodies, the Bnt1sh Leg10n has put ~ts 
men from the first to learn field work, to acquire 
the habit and the art of dealing with country. 
F or it is in c.ountry that wars are fought, a!ld n?t 
in subterranean minia ture rifle ran~es,_ n?r rn dnl: 
halls removed five minutes from one s dmmg tables· 
There is no desire of course t o under-estimate the 
value of these arrangemen'ts. They are extremBely 

• · ut valuable in their way and for a begmnmg. h 
beyond that and especially if they give rise ~o t. e 
belief that they are the end a s well a s the egin-
ning of a soldier's training, they ~e~om~ ~l~~i~~:. 
o f danger because they are the ongm o 1 

. · t 've a few It may not be w1thoµt interest 0 gi b of 
examples of the work done ';>Y the mem eJ\be 
the British Legion ih the n fle range and are 
field. Fortunate ly our mel\1b e rs are ~e;t~ ~~ drill. 
willing to give up n ot only three mgd still more 
but all daY' on Sundays as well ., An . class of 
fortuna:tely they are ·'Of that great, wise 

I' ' 
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. Otnh thde. same day exercises were set in dt!termin~ 
men ~ho can b~lieye that there is still somethin g 
more m ~I eave i: and Earth than is as yet incor-
porated m their present Philosophy. So the 
?ome along: and presently their scepticism glow~ 
~nto cred ulity, and their credul ity at last fl ashes 
m to g1~ fi re of conviction and belief. I t was thus 
that. h ve made soldie rs of raw recruits, and won 
lndi::i fo r the E mpire. T hus perhaps the Bri tish 
L eg10n ma,y turn qut men worthy of its resounding 
and resplendent name! 

Our first fie ld day was on Wimbledon Common 
on N_o vember . 15th. T he instruction on this 
occas10n was rn th e method of fi ndin o- the 

. n w~ a cross country, m the absence of a compass by 
m eans of a watch and the sun. I n War, one' has 
to be prepared fo r all contin_gencies. Compasses 
go wrong from the effects of n on-ore hidden in the 
ground .. In ~u l uland this local attraction of th e 
magnetic neeale rendered. !he prismatic compass 
useless fo r purposes of military mapping. Com-
passes too may get lost or broken , and it is very 
n ecessary that in the absence of more precise 
method s, soldiers should know how to find their 
way by the be.st approximate method available. 
Such a method 1s t hat of directing the hour hand 
of a wat~h to the ,sun and bisecting the angle 
b etween 1t and I z o clock. The plane of bisection 
between t~e hand an d 1 z p.m. points due S, and 
the opposi te end, due N. The method is most 
accurate of course, between 1 1 a.m. and 1 z p m 
and between i z p. m. and 1 p.m., and becomes ie;~ 
accura te as the hour of clay precedes or advances 
from 12 o'clock. It is more accurate too at some 
seasons of the year than at others. It must be 
remembered that this method is a s11bstitute t q be 
used only when more precise methods are not 
available . But with a little caut ion, men will not 
g o far astray by the use of this method, even over 
!ong marches, if once a day they check their bear-
m gs by a meridian determination of the sun at 
exact noon, and at night by a similar determination 
o f the pole star, both observations being of. a simple 
nature, though the latter requires a little knowledge 
of the constellations. 

· O nce the method had been demonstrated, the 
m embers were set to put it to the test of practice. 
A point was marked off on the six-inch map, and to 
thi s poin t the members, who were not allowed to 
know anythi ng of its position. had to march 
·by orders, so many hundred paces in a g iven 
geographical d irection, thence turn and go so 
many more hundred paces in anoth er direction, 
north , east , south or west. or in some intermed iate 
direction as the case may be, determining their 
direction by th e watch and sun. At the first 
attempt they came within a few yards of their 
object ive, after having had to traverse two copses 
and pass round a large windmill and outbuildings 
that' cut into their d irect line of advance. 

mg e 1stances of M · men . embers were placed 
-out at d1stance.s ~ f 50, 100, zoo and 300 yards, and 
the charact:nstics of person and clothes that 
~ould. ~ed noticed at these. respective distances were 
~scn e : T he capacity to accurate! 'ud e 

distance i_s of the greatest importance in Vva( as git 
enables men to find the right range. and th ' f 
!o correctly set their sights for rifle fi . ere oSre t · · nng. o ir:1por ant is .1t that, unless a man can rightly judge 
distance, the better a shot lie is, the greater is th 
waste of ~mmunition, since a good shot aiming a~ 
an error, mfallibly hits the error, but misses the 
enem:>;; whereas, a bad shot might miss the errot 
and hit the enemy ! This is one of those para~ 
~oxes that men of the rifle-ran o-e-drill -hali concep-
t10n of_ a soldier's training do 

0
not at fi rst properly 

~pprec1a~e. In other words, an "eye for country;. 
is more important than ve1y accurate shooting. 

Sunday, November zznd, was the next field-day 
a~so. held on Wim?ledon. qommon, and very 
smular w_ork, but with vanat10n and extensions 
was practised. ' 
, On Sund~y, November 29th, we fell in at 

Epsom Station at 10.26 a.m., and marched in 
colu~n of route to .Epsom Downs. Here, in the 
morn1i:g, we practised outpost and patrol work, 
extending up to Walton Downs, and in the afternoon, 
musketry at the range. 

On Sunday, December 6th, we assembled ao-ain 
at Epsom, and sent out two parties to map 

0
two 

convergent roads by the method of traverse lines; 
these roads met near Walton-on-the-Hill. Each 
surveying party was further supposed, as practice in. 
a supplementary and simultaneous exercise in 
scouting, to represent two hostile bodies, and they 
were, therefore, each protected by a flank p.itrol.. 
The duty of the two patrols was to protect from 
surprise, the named flank of the body to which it 
belonged . Had more men been available, 
advanced and rear patrols would have been sent 
out also. But as it was, there was opportunity for 
exciting work, and the display of skill and vigil-
ance upon the part of the patrols of the opposing-
bodies. It was a matter of congratulation to 
notice how much improvement, in every way, the 
second week's patrol work was over that of the 
first week. The members seemed to have grasped 
more clearly the nature of the work expected of 
them, and they acquitted themselves accordingly. 

On Sunday, the 13th inst, we again fell in at 
E psom Station at io.26 a.m., and marched in 
" column of fours" to the chalk-pit range. T he 
work of th is day was notable and valuable for two 
events : there was very good musketry practice 
with service ammunition at zoo yards, many 
' 'bulls " being scored, on both the" bull's eye'' and 
" figure " targets. T he other event, tho.ugh sad to 
chronicle, is valuable in the lesson 1t teaches. 
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1 f the suppos1t10us Two out of the three patro s o . f One was 
" Left Arm " Army cam:h to ;n~;me mistake, 
captured bodily, a~d the o ane;'ouf of touch for the 
got its members disper~ed The fact that such 

1 t . of operations. . . t who e ime . . d that patrolling is no 
t hings happend is etb e~~=rnt by proper acquaint-
.easy work, an mus e . . les and by long 
ance with its aims and ~~~~~ige~cies which are 
experience of the unexpec . 
ever arising in all its operat10ns. f 

1 d orso by way o an 
It remains to say on y a whor . 't of Encdish-I · ssible that t e ma1on Y 0 

appeal. t is po 1 · d the fulness and greatness 
men have not yet rea ise When men know 
-Of their aggregate strengt?. d have faith in the 
themselves to be strong, an t 

dancy of their star, they can be stron~er ye 
ascen h Wh Englishmen than their greatest strengt . en . 
realise that there are in these small islan.ds, 
g ooo ooo men who should be capable of marching 
a~d 'fighting, perhaps they will .rally to the 
performance of a common duty, with the spon-
taneity worthy of a free people. An army of 
8,ooo,ooo men properly trained and ar~ed. should 
be invincible. The only doubt that anses is : Are 
these men Vir or Homo ? 

The chances of War are of an incalc.ulable 
nature. No victory is definitely won until the 
field-army of the enemy is finally crushed and 
exhausted, and its Commander has su~d fo r and 
accepted the terms of peace. Th~re is now n,o 
love for England in Germany, nor with Germany s 
military rulers. If ~ngland can be c.ru~hed and 
humiliated by the might of Germany, 1t is a cer-
tainty as great as the rising of to-morrow's sun , 
that she will be. If the power of Germany can 
lay waste our villages, towns, and ci~ies, on pre-
texts right or wrong, that po~er "'.ill crush m~r 
habitations into dust. No considerations of senti-
ment, of ethics, of pity, or of chivalry will save 
England, if the chances of war give Germany 
even a fleeting opportunity of striking us . One 
thing only, in that contingency, can save us : it is 
the power of the right arm and the steadfastness 
of purpcse of the 8,000,000 adult men of England, 
standing to arms in the trenches of her soil. 1 f 
those men refuse to do their duty and at least to 
prepare themselves for the contingency, they are 
"shirkers," and will deserve the fate that may await 
them and the stigma that will certainly be theirs, 
alike in the records of to- day and the annals of 
posterity. 

G Eo. P. MUDGE. 
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KING EDWARD'S HORSE 

"KinCT Edwa.rd's Horse" was formed in 19 o f . . . OJ with the o?ject o mamt~mrng a regiment in th~ 
United Krngdom wherern men of the Overse 
Dominions might be trained whilst living in th~: 
country. 

It is a Special Res.erve ~egiment i _His Majesty 
the King is Colon.el-111-Ch1ef ! ~n.d 1t is composed 
entirely of Colonials. On JOrnmg, each recruit 
must state his willingness to serve in any part of 
the world-so, when war ~ro~e out, there were no 
complications such as callmg for men to volunteer 
fo r " Se rvice Abroad." 

As it stands to-day, on a war footin g, "K.E.H." 
is made up of three squadrons , "A,' ' " B" and 
"c "-"A" being the Liverpool, '' B" the 
London, and "C '.' the Oxford and Cambridge 
Squad ron ; the re 1s als? . a R eserve Squadron 
which has just started trammg at Watford. 

On Sun day, July 26th, "K.E.H." left by special 
train from Victoria for Cante rbury, where it was 
to have its Annual Camp, littl e imagining what 
was in store for it in the way of surprises ! 

On the foll owing day the horses were paraded 
before the " Vet.," who rej ected the unfit and 
allotted the remainder to the different squadrons. 
Each man having received his horse,, th~ usual 
Mounted Infantry Training beg:an-but with the 
addi tional di fficulty of accustommg the horses to 
work outside their usual routine, which presumq.bly 
had been the pulling of vegetable carts and 
similar impedimenta. lt was remarkable, however, 
to see how q uickly the h orses accustomed them-
selves to altered conditions. 

Everything went on sm.oot~ly and the ordinary 
camp-life was indulged m till August IS.t. when 
the newspapers began to grow remarkably interest-
ing and it seemed evident that nothing could 
ave~t the fearful catastrophe that has since befalleri. 
the civilised world. 

On the e vening of the 4th there 
excitement in camp; everyone seemed 
that England had declared war. 

was wild 
delighted 

· gave In the recreation tent the usual comic song 
. . d the younger wen place to the patriotic one, an . . diatdy 

who thought they would be gomg out imme ·se Le:> 

had themselves "cropped,'' which ga~e dr~n in 
much cheering as they solemnly mare e ' · 
single file! M b·1·s-

f under o 11 
The regiment was now o course 

1 
d to leave 

ation Orders, and no on~ ~as al 0.w~ ut a stop 
camp without special perm1ss10n, whic P 
to escapades in town. Id be 

h h giment wou Rumours as to w ere t e re me were 
sent were naturally very nucm~rou~~ sr~lieve the 
certain it would be sent to airo 
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Cavalr~ Brigade there;. others ~ere willing to lay 
5 to 1 m fa~our of India as agamst Egypt; whilst 
others agam, who had spent some time in the 
"wet canteen " drinking to the health of England 
and to the destruction of the Kaiser and to all 
who had been or ever would be connected with 
him, were positive it would be sent to some places 
that it would be difficult to find on any map. 

On Friday the 7th, instead of starting the ride to 
Hythe, an event to which everyone had looked 
forward, they were ordered to take the horses to 
Canterbury station and entrain them-often an 
unpleasant job, as some take none too kindly to 
entering a cattle truck ; and it requires no little 
tact to induce them to venture in. 

On returning, camp was struck, and headed by 
the band the regiment marched to the station, 
being given a good send-off en route by the people 
of Canterbury. 

While waiting at the station for the train, the 
camera must have been at work, because subse-
quently was to be seen in a " Cinema" a film of 
our departure, entitled " Our gallant soldiers 
leaving a French village for the firin g line!" 

The regiment arrived in London at "Brick-
layers Arms," and marched to Alexandra Palace, 
where it was to be mobilised . It remained here 
for about a week, being given on this occasion ex-
cellent horses, mostly hunters, various articles of 
clothing, toil et requisites and a bounty of a" fiver." 
"Ally Pally " was an excellent place to be stationed 
at, being provided as it is with billiard tables, 
skating rink, etc., to say nothing of spacious 
grounds; but, unfortunately, the public was allowed 
but twice into the latter. 

The medical inspection proved that, with very 
few exceptions, everyone was fit ; so after little 
inconveniences like innoculation and a stampede, 
the regiment moved to Watford, where it has 
undergone a strenuous training, .and without doubt 
it will give a good accou nt of itself when called 
upon . 

There are a few vacancies for recruits in the 
Reserve Squadron, and the best advice which can 
be given to any Colonial who ~v'.lnts ~o get to the 
front soon, is to buck up and 3om this fine corps, 
where he will have bags of fun , and where he can-
not fail to fi nd men from his own part of the 
world! 

"A LATE MEMBER OF K.E.H." 

E 

A VISIT TO SWITZERLAND 
DURING THE WAR 

It was on Tues.day, the 28th of July, that I left 
Bournemouth with the object of spending a 
month's holiday in Zurich. The cross channel 
boa~ !~ft Southampton Docks at midnight, and 
earlier m the evening, on the way up to South-
ampton by road~ I was startled to see large 
posters announcmg the fact that Austria had 
declared war on Servia. Little did I realise at 
that moment what a dreadful and far reaching 
devastation Austria was preparing for the rest of 
Europe by her action. When I got on board, 
however, I soon realized that the diplomatic 
relationships among the European Powers were far 
more strained and serious than one was given to 
believe, as on the boat we met many French 
reservists, who had received urgent summonses 
from their Government to return immediately. 
During the crossing the strains of the Marseillaise, 
followed by shouts of '' Vive la France," "Vive 
L' Angleterre," alone broke the stillness of a 
beautiful summer night, while now and again 
British men-of-war, very busy with t'1eir search-
lights, turned their attention upon us and satisfied 
themselves that we were no hostile craft. This 
pleasant crossing ended only too quickly, and soon 
we found ourselves on dry land again. What a 
different aspect·of the European situation France 
presented to the would- be holiday maker. Every-
where there was excitement, everywhere little 
groups of people stood to~ether, . n? doubt 
discussing the prospects of France wmnmg back 
the still cherished provinces of Alsace and 
Lorraine, which, although under German ~ule f~r 
forty years, were still just as much French m their 
patriotism and customs as ever they were. 

The whole of the railway from Le Ha vre to Paris 
was guarded at very short intervals by soldiers, 
armed with loaded rifles and fixed bayonets; and 
how terribly Jong and t~in the~e bayonets were 
compared with the English vanety of the same 
weapon! 

I arrived in Paris on the Wednesday about .noon, 
and had the whole day before me, as the tram for 
Zurich did not leave the Gare de L'Est till nearly 
midnight. Paris was still the gay city. It was 
also the excited city. Paris seemed almost more 
light-hearted than ever, as all the cafes alo~g t~e 
chief boulevards were thronged with soldiers m 
their fascinating red and blue uniforms; these men 
were laughing and joking as if they had no trouble 
on earth. New editions of the . newsp~pers 
appeared almost hourly, and these were immediately 
snatched up by men and w?men who had only 
just finished reading the articles an~ news pub-
lished in the previous edition of the 1ournal. In 
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spite of the fac t that Paris appeared on the sur~ac~ 
-to be seething with war news and war rumours. 
. still managed to pass a very enjoyable day there'. 

Z .. · 1 s quite 
The journey fro m Paris to un~ 1 wa . 

-uneventful . in passing, however, I might ment10n 
-that severai German officers t rave!led by t~e sayi~ 
train for the greater part of the Journey m or e 
·to rejoin their regiments. 

Switzerland seemed to be very :'1-nxious as. to 
her fate, especially when the neutrality of Bel~iur,n 
was so treacherously violated by the Kais~r s 

. I had a splendid opportunity of watching 
.armies. z ·· · h the mobilisation of the Swiss army, as un c w~s 
-t he headquarters for German S wi~zerland. It .is 
needless to say that Zurich was entire~y Ge.rman m 

-its sympathy, when it is known that m this to.wn 
. alone there are 80 % more Germans. than Swiss. 
The Commander-in-Chie f of the Swiss army was 
supposed to be a personal fri end of the Kaiser, 

-and I was told that he married into the German 
Imperial Family; whether that is t rue or n~t I 
.cannot say, but I do kno w that the arm,Y raised 
from German Switzerland was guardmg the 
French-Swiss frontier, whi le that raised from 
French Switzerland gnarded the German- Swiss 
frontier. 

During the mobilisation of the French and 
Swiss armies all the train services were suspended, 
and consequently letters and papers from eithe r 
France or England could not arrive in Switzerland . 
The only newspapers we did get were really 
German, as they were inspired by Wolff's Agency, 
although they were supposed to be neu tral Zurich 
journals. It was on this account that we heard, 
only a few days after :England, F rance and 
Germany were at war, that Liege had fallen, that 
the greater part of the English F leet had been 
sunk, and that Paris was again the scene of a 
terrible revolution. 

There was quite a money and food panic for th e 
rfirst fortnight of the war. At a restaurant we had 
to pay for the foo d before it was served, and of 
course I had to pay the h otel bill each week in 
advance. The incident, however, which struck me 
as being most extraordinary, happened one day 
·when I went to the Post O ffice to send off a tele-
gram; the charge for the telegram was 7 f. 50 c., 
·so I ~anded over the counter a 1 o f. piece. To my 
.astonishment I was told that gold was not accepted 
:a nd that the exact amount must be paid in silver! 

After a ':"bile money began to get scarce, as very 
:many tourists had only taken sufficient with them 
t o cove~ thei r: needs during the t ime they intended 
:to stay m Switzerland. Already the time to return 
h ome for many people had expired several days 
ago. Cheques were of no use and no money 
could ?~ obtained from England.' It was then that 
the Bntish Consul was in great demand, but unfo r-
.tunately he had no money to spare. H e said, 
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however, that he was trying to arrange 'th 
French Government for a special train ~i the 
stranded English people back to the French C~ take 
port at th e earliest possible moment and h annel 
ns that he expected this to be accor'nplishede .told 
fe w days. When a week of waiting had el in a 
and there were no signs of the appearan ce afpsehd 

·1G t' · 
0

te specia overnment ram, we paid a visit tO' th 
F rench Consulate. It would be absolutely i e 
sible to speak too highly of the great kin~pos­
shewn to us by the French Consul. He saidn~s 
believed we could get through to Paris then if e 

k 
. d , we 

too a certam route, an strongly advised us t 
leave the next day a nd not wait for any. spec· 

0
1 

· h' h h ·d ia trarn, w 1c e sa1 was no nearer realization tl:a 
it was a week ago. W e then went to Coo

1

k'n 
T ourist Office and enquired of them if they kne~ 
of a trai n runnin g through to Paris. Tb ey told us 
that one was supposed to be runni ng · they 
doubted, however, if we sh ould get through even 
i f one started. The British Consulate strongly 
ad v i se~ us no t ~o go do~n ~o G:eneva in the hopes 
of gettmg a t ram, and said 1t might be possible for 
a man by himself to get th rough, but accompanied 
by two ladies as I was, it would be quite out of the 
question. In spite of t hi s warning, howe1'er, we 
decided to leave th e next day, and so it happened 
that on Wednesday, August r2th, we left Switzer-
land for England. It was at 8 a .m. when we left 
Zurich, and it was n ot until co a. m. on Sunday 
morning that we arrived at Southampton, in spite 
of the fact that in n o rmal times the journey takes 
very little m ore th an twenty- four hours. The 
journey was most interest ing, even in the face of 
tte intense heat and crowded wagons; I say wagons, 
fo r such they were, th ey did not merit the name of 
coach or carriage. T he temperature inside these 
wagons was 9 r degrees F. in the shade, while in 
the sun the temperature was almost unbearable. 

After travelling all day and stopping at every 
village station, we arrived at Vallorbe at 9 p.m. on 
Wed nesday. 

It appeared that we were the only passenge~s to 
aligh t here at t he fron tier, and as we were fo reign-
ers, it was evidently deemed necessar~ to follo~v us 
down the steep little High Street until we anived 
at the hotel. As soon as we had e~t~red we :ver~ 
given large sh eets of paper containin g ma~ifol 
questions, which had to be answered. 'This ,,·as 
only the first of many such documents. 

The next morning we had "coffee " with sever~! 
Swiss soldiers, who spoke very simply of th~ir 
readiness to die in protecting their little coun ry 
i f it were necessary. L eaving Vallorbe that morn-
. . d p l' t 30 Here we m g we arnve at orta ie r a 1 o. · k es 
were searched very thoroughly and our llac ~g:to 
were examined. As we had not been a ow~ard­
take proper luggage, we had bought largt age 
board boxes as we little kne w when our ugg , 
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w~ got into a carriage where th ere were two ladies 
~:s a boy. One of the two ladies, whose husband 

~ould i;>e sent on. I might add that it has on! 
JU.St arn ved. The portly old customs' ffi f y to look d . . o cer orgot . severe an d1gmfied, and he shook hands 
i1t\ us d alhl verr heartily, for we were Engli sh, and 

ng an ad. JUSt. declared war against German 
and was fi ghting side l?y side with France. y 

Our train to Dijon did not leave till '.3 0, but 
we h~~ much to d?, for passports had to be signed 
~nd sauf conduits" to be obtained 0 JOUrne t D" . n our y o IJOn we had two fellow pasrnngers. 
One was a la?y who told us that her husband-
a famous engmeer- conducted the t rains to the 
front each day whi ch carried the ammunition and 
tl)e new mysterious Turpin powder. 

Quite near the line we saw huge bakehouses 
where bread fo r the entire army is baked and 
where 1 ,8~0 bakers are employed day and ~ ight . 
As our traii: drew. near Dole we caught sigh t of 
a9?th.er tram comm g from Alsace. T his t rain was 
bnngmg home many hundreds of wound ed from the 
front . 
. -The ?ther passenger was a poor, tired and very 
ill-lo?krng yo~th, who had already spent three 
days m ~he tram. H e had given up his work in 
S~. Montz and was on his way to Paris to offer 
himself to the a~m)'· T wice he had been rejected 
on account of his ill-health, but this time he said 
he would not be refused. 
. We arrived at _Dijon at 7 p.m. and had dinn er 
m a restaurant rn the town. At the same table 
were an office r and his wife, who were havinCY per-
~aps their last dinner together, for the next ~orn­
mg he was leaving fo r Belgium. 

The train for Paris left at 9 p.m. We had the 
utmost difficulty in finding seat~, for we had a 
great deal to carry, and there were more passen-
gers, than se.ats. No~ un.ti l the next morning at 
1 o o clock did we arrive m Petris at the Gare de 
Lyon. We at once took a taxi to St. Lazare and 
enquired about the t rains fo r Le Havre but were 
told that all tickets must be taken 'a day in 
advance, so we booked our tickets for the follow-
ing day, and spent the day in Paris. Paris was no 
longer a gay and animateJ ci ty. Many of th e 
shops were shut, and no trains or motor buses 
were running. 

On some of the sho ps amusin<Y notices were 
'Ytitten. On one there was, "Go

0

od-bye, if , ou 
w·ant me, you will meet me at th ..: fron t." Anoth er 
tradesman had written over h is door, "Am off to 
Berlin, hope to see you all soon." In most of 
the trains on the Underground Railway the wives 
of the ticket collectors had undertaken and were 
executing thei r husbands' duties. Wherever 
possible the wives of the soldiers had been given 
th.eir husbands' work to do. 

On Saturday morning at 9 o'clock, we left Paris 
fo! Le Havre in a gigantic train of 31 coaches. 

. a Colonel, and whose four sons were 
L1eut.enants, ~o l d us how much they admired ·our 
E nglish soldiers. T he boy was ea<>er to serve 
F rance also, and ~vas anxious for the time to come 
whei;i boys of his age would be allowed to be 
soldie rs. 

When we reached Rouen we saw several trains 
full of English soldiers. Fortunately, we were 
able to . speak to many of them and to shake 
hands with them. How enthusiastically they were 
greeted everywhere! 

, By th e time we reached Le Havre it was 8 
o _clock, and we drove straight to the docks . 
Here, after the Consul had signed our passports 
we were allowed to embark. ' 

When we awoke the next morning it was to fi nd 
our~elves very near Southam pton , glad to be home 
aga10, but wonderin g what would become of all 
the peo µle whom we had met on our journey, and 
of those of whom we had ht'ard and in whom we 
had become so interested. 

[!his message .has been submitted to the Press Bureau, 
w~~ch does not object to the publication, but takes no responsi­
bili ty for the correctness of the statement] . 

••• 
WITH THE BRITISH RED CROSS 

IN BELGIUM 
By H AMILTON BAILEY 

After a very hasty mobilisation the first Bel<>ian 
Unit of the British Red Cross left Charing C~oss 
early on the morn ing of August 15th. T he· 
crossing was somewhat rough. From Dunkirk 
we hugged the coast to Ostend, heing stopped 
once by a French patrol boat. W<· were received 
gladly at Ostend and proceeded to Brussels, where 
a tremend ous crowd had gathered around the Gare 
du Nord to greet us. We were stationed at the 
Hotel Astoria while the representative of the 
British Red Cross (Sir Alfred Keogh) was selecting 
a suitable site fo r a base hospital in the 
neig hbourhood of Malines. 

About three days after our arrival, a Belgian 
Count, in a car, which was flying a Red Cross, 
turned up at the hotel and asked if two surgeons 
would volunteer to go to an outlying village where 
help was urgently needed. Austin and Elliot, 
after collectin g a few surgical instruments, set off 
at once. This was the last we saw of them. Days 
afterwards the footsore chauffe ur returned and 
informed us that they had been captured and their 
car commandeered. He had been allowed to 
retu rn on foot. Our chief (Dr. Wyatt, of St. 
Thomas's) communicated with the American Em-
bassy on the subject of their release. Unfortunately-
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h . wer to do anything in the 
it was out of t eir if o had the satisfaction of 
;natt~r, b~;a~vt:t;aw~r:eat any rate alive, having 
earmn~ d ·n Konigsberg fortress near been interne i 

Hamburg. 
About a week after our arrival there were 

rumours that Liege had fallen, and conseq~ently 
the central column of the German .army was raw-
ing near. Great excitement prevailed inh B~i:sselsf 
"When was relief coming?" was on t e ip~ 0d 
everyone. Finally one morning we ~woke to n . 
no Belo'ian soldiers or civic guard m the town' 
the h~d. we were told, withdrawn to Antwerp. 
Ab~ut mid-day the German hosts began to march 
into the town. For three days or more a con-
tinuous ~tream of men and transport poured 
throuoh. One day soon after their departure there 
was a0 t1emendous hubbub in the town and crowds 
ran amok. The windows of our hotel were 
blockaded with mattresses, and cries of " The 
French are near'' were in the air. Unfortunately 
it was only one of many rumours which were 
circulating. The German garrison enforced order 
in a few hours. Orders were received one day 
that we had to go to Scharbeck station to dress 
wounded captives on their way to Germany.· 
Rooms at the station were turned into an 
ambulance. Some of us did day, others night 
duty. Here we had to feed and dress the 
prisoners, while still in the train. Only the very 
critical cases were allowed to be brought out. 
Some of the poor fellows from Mons were in a 
dreadful state. They had not been dressed since 
the hasty field bandage which had been applied a 
week previously. One day there were all the 
civilian prisoners from Louvain to be fed. They 
were herded in cattle trucks, and two were insane 
with all the hardships which they had experienced. 
We tied their hands and feet and eventually 
obtained permission to send these men to an 
asylum in Brussels. Our duties here lasted about 
seven weeks. Limited space prevents me from 
d~e1ling on any individual case. The English 
prisoners accepted their fate sulkily,_ while 
the Frenchmen gave themselves over entirely 
to grief. We had no news except the German 
procla~~tions which . could alwal's be summed up 
as unm1t1gated success all along their line. 

One morning an Henri Farman biplane circled 
over. Bru.ssels. The officer in charge of the station 
hastily lmed up some troops who were on their 
way to the front, and as the English aeroplane 
passed overhead he gave the order to fire. . They 
expe~ded many rounds of ammunilion, but the 
machme flew on unhurt. Ail that their firing had 
done was to ?reak a ~rnmber of newly-constructed 
telephone wires which their engineers had . t 
erected. JUS 

Our party was by ~his time split up. The nurses 
were ordered to vanous hospitals, while some of 
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the party went to Charle roi. T he inhabit 
us that many of the houses in this pla~nts told 
burnt to the ground. e Were 

By this time our supply of money was v 
for of course we could receive none fro m ErY1

10w, 
A Belgian solicitor had kindly lent us an~ and. 
and w~ .lived o.n sh.ort commons, purchasin ouse, 
necessities of life wi th money which was 1 g the 
by a Belgian Red Cross Institution in Brent us 
When not on duty at the station, the dresse~ss~l.s. 
orderly work in the house, sweeping the flo ors rd 

· h 1 d d · s and gettmg t e mea s rea y, or omg their wash· 
All this time we were not, tu say the least 0~n~. 
popular with the Germans with whom we c rt, 
into contact. On the whole, ho wever, they wame 

· 1 · ·1 ere fairy CtVi . 
One day I happened to be retu rning from 

Brussels when a private detective came up and 
asked me in English for my papers. I shewed 
him a card with t~e e~dorseme~t of the Belgian 
Red Cross, but th is did not satisfy him, and he 
whistled up a sergeant and a squad. These sur-
rounded me and marched me off with bayonets 
to one of their depots. From here I was taken 
to the court martial as a spy, after the necessary 
order had been obtained. The place where the 
cou rt martial was held had once been an hotel, . 
now it comprised the offices of the various depart-
ments of German militarism. I was kep t waiting 
in the courtyard of this place for some time, 
surrounded by soldiers. 

When at length the time came for me to appear, 
it was my misfortune to have to go along a passage 
lined with soldiers. It was here that I became 
unpleasantly familiar with the butt end of the 
German rifle. Then came the questioning " How 
was it that 1 was in possession of Sir Edward 
Grey's passport?" "Why did I not own up to the 
fact that [ had come over in a troopship? '' an.d so 
forth, until one was exhausted with trying to explain, 
for it must be borne in mind that on these occasions 
one is guilty till innocence can be proved. Even-
tually I was marched off to th e Ministry of War. 
On the way fortune was kind to me, and two of o~r 
men (Croft and Robinson), who happened to he ill 
that street, recognised me and came over to spc:ak .. 
They, too, were prnmpLly arrested, and we were all 
marched under escort to the Ministry of War. 
H ere we had an interview with a German offic~r. 
He spoke English perfectly and was polite lll 

questioning, but nevertheless, all three of us we~e 
Put into a prison· close by. The General Staff ill 

h. · one Brussels was constantly changincr at t 1s time, . 
lot bein er drafted to the front an°d a new lot takillg 

o f l t · that their place. On this account I e t cer am. 
when the new Staff came in, that unless onr in~~~ 
cence was quickly confirmed, we should athi' 
very least share the fate of Austin, for' not ~~ . rr · 
would be known about us save that we wer:-~e 
prison accused of espionage. In the mean 1 
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we witnessed a most pat~etic spectacle: a Belgian 
and a F renchman ~onvi.cted of spying were led 
out to a motor car with six soldiers and an officer. 
One of the doomed men looked up and waved to 
us as he passed. By way of cheering us, one of 
~ur.guard s was good enough to explain to us what 
tneir ~ate would be. They were to be shot on the 
o~tskrrts of . the town. Later the car returned 
with the soldiers, but without the victims. 

Our food consisted of black bread and water, 
and we had one mattress to sleep on amongst 
th,ree of us. Eventually release came the 
American Ambassador had heard of our 'arrest 
and established our innocence. We were thus able 
to return to our duties. Not long after, at Schar-
~eck, t~e whole party was accused of giving 
mformat10n to England, concerning the numbt r 
of ~roop trains that . were passing through the 
station. We were mterned in the amb11lance 
there for 36 hours while an enquiry was held. 
E very member was searched with the greatest 
thoroughnes~. After .. this the whole party was 
ordered to Liege as prisoners of war. Again the 
American Minister intervened. He brought under 
th e nolice of the Germans the Geneva Conven-
tion and said they should allow us to go home. 
At length they said they would allow only the 
nurses to return He again made an endeavour 
and this time with success. The whole party were 
released and sent home. We travelled through 
Louvain, which was a mass of ruins, to Liege. 
Guards were in each carriage of our train. There 
were frequent stops to allow troop trains to pass 
through ; we were in a siding for three hours the 
fi rst night and rest was impossible, for we were 
packed like sardines in a box. From Liege we 
journeyed to Aix la Chapelle, from there to 
Cologne. At Cologne we were allowed to get 
some food, but it was only due to the courtesy of 
the American Consul that we were treated 
with even strained politeness on the station. 
Cartoons of the English were handed round by 
the waiters, and the waiting room blinds were 
drawn to allow a crowd with a band playing 
patriotic airs to jeer. 

For four days we were in a +th class carriage 
travelling through Germany. On one occasion, in 
Schleswig Holstein, we were allowed to wash at a 
p.ump in the heart of the country. That wash I 
appreciated more than any I have ever had, in 
spite of the fact that rifles were pointed at one 
from every direction. l t was a most trying 
journey. Trains frequently stopping for telephone 
messages-the signals were not working-the 
average speed of the train could not have been 
more than five to ten miles an hour. Sleep was 
impossible owing to the number in the carriage 
and food was scarce, on one occasion I did not 
have a bite for 24 hours. Most of the way the 
carriage blinds had to be drawn, and going over 

F 

Kiel t~ o extra guards came into th . Th 1 e carnage. 
ere ~ere a so ~en on the footboards to prevent 

our seemg anythmg of the fortifications. 
At la~t we crossed the frontier. The guards left 

the tram, and we were free agents in neutral 
D~nmark. There came- ov.er everyone an indes-
c~1bable feeling of liberty. We boarded the 
Copenhagen express and were met by the British 
Emba~sy. They had obtained hotel accom-
modatron for us there. In Copenhagen we had a 
memorable time. During our stay there of a week 
we w~re feted by various people. both Danes and 
Englishmen. We motored over the country, and 
some of us ventured to bathe in the Baltic. 
Soon after our arrival we had an invitation from 
the staff of the National Hospital (Rigshospitalet). 
After we had been shewn over the various depart-
ments of the hospital, which is most elaborate and 
modern in every respect, we had dinner in the 
residents' quarters There were present of the 
staff two who had studied at the London Hospita1 
-Dr. 0. V. C. Petersen and Mr. Paul Henius-
the latter who, though still a student, was acting 
H.S. at the hospital, was good enough next day to 
shew me the various places of interest in the 
Capital, and afterwards to take me to his home. 
where we spent a very pleasant evening. 

We left, and travelled via Sweden to Bergen. 
Here we embarked, our ship picked up the crew 
of an English merchantman which had been 
torpedoed by a German submarine. This took us 
out of our course a good deal. 

Our ship made straight for the North Coast of 
Scotland, and when near it, pursued a course close 
to the shore. It was a rough passage, and as our 
boat had little cargo aboard she rolled and 
pitched tremendously. 

On the morning of the 23rd October, she 
steamed into Newcastle-we were in the mother 
country once more. 

[ Th£s message has been submitted to the Press Bureau. 
wh£ch does not object to the publica#on, but takes no responsi­
bility for the correctness of the statement]. 

"CAPTURED AT SEA" 

LONDON HOSPITAL, E. 
28th November, 1914. 

To the Edtlor of the "London Hospital Gazette" 

D EAR SIR, 
I have obtained some notes from a friend who 

was on board the steamship Maple Branch when 
she was captured by the German cruiser Karlsrnhe 
in the Atlantic. 




